Reading Greek characters
A. Basic alphabet sounds

Common English words have been written using Greek characters. Can you figure out what the
English words are? To make it easier, the words have been grouped into categories. Don’t forget
that yy is equivalent to ng. (Note: the Alpha is sometimes used here as a short a, to distinguish it
from the Omicron as a short 0. Chi here may be used for ch, even when the sound is the English ch,
rather than the hard Greek ch sound. Zeta is used where an s sounds like a z.)

Category 1: Body Parts Category 2: Animals
Greek English Greek English
vw( 00TPLY,
duyyepl TeyyuLy
VeK YWPLAL
T pafPpLT
eAPw Koy'yopu
XLV $ot
apy doy
ALl my
Aey Kpnv
TLO pob
Category 3: School Category 4: Outside
Greek English Greek English
™mmep Ypaog
TEVOLA Ll
0€oKC otapC
Honys yopOeEV
Aeooov( pPwo
OTEAALYY VLA
vupPepC Tovd
AettepC pnvpw
AoKep BnoPoi
KAOLOOPULL ovw




Reading Greek characters
B. Diphthongs

Common English words have been written using Greek characters. Can you figure out what the
English words are?

av = ow as in cow (or ou in loud) eL = ei as in velil (or long a)
oY o€eLAop

pAovep veLBop

pavvd OKELTG

KALLO TeWwT

MOUG PELAPWO

oL = ai as in aisle (or long 1)

ev = eu as in feud (or u in union))

KoLVd BevtL
omoLdep KELT
AocLov KOUTEVTEP
oloLd €LVLTL
OK0L eul

ov = ou as in soup (or long u)

UL = uee as in queen (or wee)

BAou ouLT

KoLYOP Brtuwy

douvi vLel

poLOTEP ouLTep

LouC TuLCepg

oL = oi as in oil (or oy as in boy) All diphthongs

TOL TOVOEL

BoLA PECKEL

oavvoL ULKEVD

poLaA xoLASTpOoLD

ooL 00 OTOLA
oUTOKLO
dpovv




Reading Greek characters
C. Breathing marks

Circle the words with a rough breathing mark ( *), and underline the words with a smooth
breathing mark ( ’). The first two are done for you. (Caution: do not confuse breathing marks
with the accent marks. Also note that breathing marks occur only at the beginning of a word.)

For extra practice, try reading these real Greek words aloud as you go. Remember to give an h
sound at the beginning of words with rough breathing marks.

) ’ 3 \ b ~ ¢\ [N ’
aKOVWY <LK0LV0Q> a0TE VLG UTode L W
EPYOMEVOC i LLOTLOROD | €EKOTOVTOP)OG ayoBoc

V4 b 7 b4 blA V4

0TL LuOnoeToL nyyLoe ovOpwTOog Lo

o e\ b4 T ¥4
olko¢ Y, O Ao 00TOG OTWGE

Here are three more sets of English words given Greek spellings.

Rough breathing Rough and Smooth
Greek English Greek English
apd avd
Wt ovd
oG 0pT
€ALKOTITED apT
QL WAS
opv WAS
DA
Smooth breathing .
NOTOK
Greek English ,
OKTOYOV
erepovt .
eEoyov
ot .
op¢
LVOEKT ,
elepevT
adomT .
ofoevt
Evtep L
oLA thopt




Reading Greek Characters
D. Matching Capitals to Lowercase

Shade incorrect pairs of capitals and lowercase letters below to find the hidden word.

Ao /4 2C IIm Hn =E Ab Mu /4 Nv 010) Ao Kk

Mp ©o AL =e I I't Yo IIn Kk e Ao =0 00

AS | E¢C | Pp | X¢ | Be | ZE | Ty | BB | Tt | XE | A | Ty | Yvu

Tt Nv Ye Oo IIm Yy Pp Qo 00 Dy Iy Oc Kk

@ | I | ¢ | Bp | X | Ho | Wy | Oo | Mp | £ | o | EE | Oo

Bp =E Ow Nv Qw Aw To Hu I Yu XE Yy Ee

Hn | Xy | Pp | Z¢ | AL | %o | Aa | Pp | Ee | IIm | Ty | Ax | Hn

E. Review of Diphthongs

Cross out the combinations that are not diphthongs to reveal a short phrase. (One of the
uncommon diphthongs is included.)

\% H A R E L O O K L I K E

€L €o Le oo oL nu ne o€ 00 (01V) we o wl

G O L D I G O T U N E X T

LO €€ on (04V] LU Le UL nL wo oL €V Lo L0

F. Greek Punctuation

The following is taken from Romans 6 in Greek.

1. Draw a vertical line (like this: | ) to separate each sentence. (Remember, you will have to go
by punctuation, since Greek sentences do not automatically start with a capital letter.)

2. Underline the sentences that are questions.

3. Circle the vowels with lota subscripts.

4. Find four commas and one colon.

Tt olv &poduev; émpuevodper TH apaptiq, (va 1) xdpls mheovdon; un yévolTo. olTives
b 7 ~ ¢ 7 ~ b4 4 ) ) ~ N b ~ </ <
amebdvoper TR apaptla, TAS €Tl {Noopev év alTh); 1| dyvoelTe 6TL Gool
éBamtiobnuer els Xpiotov 'Inoolv, els Tov OBdvaTor avTtob €RamTiobnuev;

4 3 > ~ \ ~ 7 I \ 7 Y] 34 b Ja
oweTddnuer oLV avT® ola Tob BamTlopatos els Tov Odvatov: (va womep Nyépdn
XpLoTos ék vekp®@r Sta Ths 86Ens ToU maTpds, oUTw kal MUELS €v kawdTnTl Lofs

TEPLTATHOWILED.



Greek Syllables
A. Recognizing Syllable names

In the following real Greek words, underline the ultima once, the penult twice, and the
antepenult three times. (Each syllable is represented by a vowel sound. Don't worry too much
about which consonants go with each syllable. Remember, not all vowel combinations are
diphthongs)

KPATHOAVTES amyyayov HLaxaLp®y devTépou Lep®

BeBapnuévol PeVOOUAPTUPES odOapol KopdoLov eloe OOV

Choose which is the underlined syllable. You'll be able to tell if you get them all right.

__TmapaBoAdis E. Antepenult F. Penult G. Ultima H. None of the above
___épxovTal O. Antepenult P. Penult Q. Ultima R. None of the above
__oldapev N. Antepenult O. Penult P. Ultima R. None of the above
__mpogevxopevol  A. Antepenult B. Penult C. Ultima D. None of the above
_ €&Eem\iooeTo J. Antepenult K. Penult L. Ultima M. None of the above
___oTolBddas M. Antepenult N. Penult O. Ultima P. None of the above

_ €0TNKOTWY A. Antepenult B. Penult C. Ultima D. None of the above

B. Long and Short Syllables

Find three words or phrases in the puzzle below by sorting out which syllables are short, which
syllables are long, and which syllables could be either long or short. (Underlined syllables are
final. But watch out--that doesn't always make a difference!)

T W S E O N R R D U E R F

€A n av To | Sov at pac | €€

m
)

u BN oK | Tau

evd | TU oL TQ at W (w | pev | wv | mEp | vou ot ul
short:
Long



Greek Accents

A. Recognizing Accent Marks

Identify the accent marks in each word below to spell a short phrase.

__ TpeaBiTepol

___ oLpaVol

___dmokpLbels
___Okebos
__WloTols
€V

_ dONa

__ovuTos

N. Acute

N. Acute

R. Acute

T. Acute

L. Acute

M. Acute

A. Acute

A. Acute

A. Acute

E. Acute

G. Acute

O. Circumflex

O. Circumflex

S. Circumflex

U. Circumflex

M. Circumflex

N. Circumflex

B. Circumflex

B. Circumflex

B. Circumflex

F. Circumflex

H. Circumflex

B. General Rule #1

P. Grave

P. Grave

T. Grave

V. Grave

N. Grave

O. Grave

C. Grave

C. Grave

C. Grave

G. Grave

I. Grave

The acute ( " ) can only go on one of the last three syllables.
The circumflex ( ~ ) can only go on one of the last two syllables.
The grave ( * ) can only go on the very last syllable.

Q. None of the above
Q. None of the above
U. None of the above
W. None of the above
O. None of the above
P. None of the above

D. None of the above
D. None of the above
D. None of the above
H. None of the above

J. None of the above

2000
GOBLRA0
G0

Find all ten words in the list below in which these rules are violated. (Hint: pay attention to
which vowel combinations are diphthongs and which ones are not.)

aAdeNDOS dvhpwmos ATOCTONOS lepa adebot € XouoLV
Now NOY® olkot VOUOUS dldaokoper | AapBdvw
YLWWOOKEL dwpov NS N0 dvbpwmou YLWWWOOKOUEV
SLOATKW uLlov ATOCTONOS BAeTETE Kal favaTtos




Greek Accents
C. General Rule #2

The circumflex accent cannot stand on a short syllable. Find all five errors below.

ayafos S0VNOS VEKPOU TPOTOV dol v kal

dMpov \Oyos ve e NGV avTob BAeTELS pLKpa

D. General Rule #3

When the ultima is long:
The acute can only be used on the last two syllables: 6 2]1]
The circumflex can only be used on the last syllable: OOee)] 1]

1. Cross out all the boxes below where the ultima is short. (six boxes)
2. Now circle all the words that violate Rule #3. (six boxes, leaving six correct)

AapBdvw Nopev d@pov EoxaTq € XOEV ulod
TPOTWV HLLKPOV Lepov TPOTOS ayafijs dldaoKw
BAéTeTE S0VAW vekpols Myw dlkalw olkot

E. General Rule #4
If the ultima is short, a long penult, if it is accented at all, must have the circumflex.
1. Cross out all the boxes below where the ultima is long. (six boxes)

2. Cross out all the remaining boxes where the accent is not on the penult. (six boxes)
3. Now circle all the remaining words that violate Rule #4. (six boxes, leaving six correct)

BAETTW VeKPOS amokTelval dovAoL dwval ayadmy
TPATOL évTelbev vpddels N youev elmev AaAn6fjvat
mapalnAwoadl | SoVAOS YWWOOKETE ayafov ETANPOVVTO oUTOS
aryadot AapBdvet d@pov {GvTos ILLKPOV KUpLOS




Greek Accents
F. Grave vs. Acute

The grave ( * ) can only be on the last syllable of a word (see General Rule #1). It replaces the
acute at the end of a word when it is followed, without intervening punctuation mark, by other
words in a sentence (General Rule #6).

In the sentences below, circle every word where the grave or acute is used incorrectly, and
underline each word where the grave is used correctly, according to this basic rule of accent.
Each sentence has exactly five mistakes and at least one correct use of the grave.

(Matthew 6:33) {nTelTe 66 mpGTOV TNV PBactAelar Tob Oeol kal THY Sikatoolvny

avToy, Kal TavTA TAVTA TPOooTEOMOETAL UUIV.

(Luke 10:19) i8ov, dldwpt vulv ™ €Eovolar Tob maTely émdvw Odewvy kal OKOPTLOV,

kal €ml mdoav TNy SLvaply Tou €xOpol kal oudev UPAs oU [N AOLKNOEL.

(Luke 11:13) €l olv Upels movnpol UmdpyovTes oidate dyadd Sépata Sidévar Tols
Tékvols VPOV, TOow paNov 6 matnp 6 €€ ovpavot dwoel Tvedpa “Aylov Tols

altTolow alToOV;

If you can find the passage in your Greek New Testament, you can check your work. Note: the
font used in the Greek New Testaments we are using uses the € instead of € for an Epsilon, and
the ~ instead of ~ for the circumflex.
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