
Reading Greek characters
A. Basic alphabet sounds

Common English words have been written using Greek characters.  Can you figure out what the
English words are?  To make it easier, the words have been grouped into categories.  Don’t forget
that gg is equivalent to ng. (Note: the Alpha is sometimes used here as a short a, to distinguish it
from the Omicron as a short o.  Chi here may be used for ch, even when the sound is the English ch,
rather than the hard Greek ch sound.  Zeta is used where an s sounds like a z.)

Category 1: Body Parts

Greek English

nwz

figgerz

nek

twz

elbw

cin

arm

liy

leg

tiq

Category 3: School

Greek English

phper

pensil

deskj

may

lessonz

spelligg

numberz

letterz

loker

klassrum

Category 2: Animals

Greek English

ostric

pegguin

gwrila

rabbit

kaggaru

fox

dog

pig

krhn

moq

Category 4: Outside

Greek English

grasj

triz

starz

garden

rwd

animalz

pond

rhnbw

bhsbal

snw



Reading Greek characters
B. Diphthongs

Common English words have been written using Greek characters.  Can you figure out what the
English words are? 

au = ow as in cow (or ou in loud)

taun

flauer

raund

klaud

mauj

ai = ai as in aisle (or long i)

kaind

spaider

laion

slaid

skai

ou = ou as in soup (or long u)

blou

kougar

foul

rouster

mouj

oi = oi as in oil (or oy as in boy)

toi

boil

annoi

roial

soi saj

ei = ei as in veil (or long a)

seilor

neibor

skeitj

peint

reilrwd

eu = eu as in feud (or u in union))

beuti

keut

kompeuter

euniti

euz

ui = uee as in queen (or wee)

suit

bituin

uidz

suiper

tuizerz

All diphthongs

toudei

reskeu

uikend

caildprouf

spoil

autsaid

fraun



Reading Greek characters
C. Breathing marks

Circle the words with a rough breathing mark (  )̀, and underline the words with a smooth
breathing mark (  v).  The first two are done for you.  (Caution: do not confuse breathing marks
with the accent marks.  Also note that breathing marks occur only at the beginning of a word.)

For extra practice, try reading these real Greek words aloud as you go.  Remember to give an h
sound at the beginning of words with rough breathing marks.

avkou,wn i`kano.j auvtw|/ ui`o.j up̀odei,zw

evrco,menoj evpi. i`matismou/ e`kato,ntarcoj avgaqo.j

o[ti ivaqh,setai h;ggise a;nqrwpoj i[na

oi=koj e]n o;cloj ou-toj o[pwj

Here are three more sets of English words given Greek spellings.  

Rough breathing

Greek English

a`rd

w`p

au`j

e`likopter

ap̀pi

o`rn

Smooth breathing

Greek English

evlefant

ovx

ivnsekt

avdopt

evnter

oivl

Rough and Smooth

Greek English

avnd

a`nd

a`rt

avrt

wvld

w`ld

au`l

hs̀tak

ovktagon

e`xagon

o`rj

evlement

avbsent

a`ll

evfort



Reading Greek Characters
D. Matching Capitals to Lowercase

Shade incorrect pairs of capitals and lowercase letters below to find the hidden word.  

Aa Zz Sj Pp Hh Xx Dd Mm Zz Nn Ff Aa Kk

Mm Qo Ll Xe Ii Gt Yf Ph Kk Se La Xq Qq

Dd Xz Rr Sz Ee Zx Gg Bb Tt Cx Dd Gg Uu

Tt Nn Se Oo Pp Ug Rb Wo Qq Fy Ig Os Kk

Qq Ii zx Bb Sj Hi Yy Oo Mm Xx Ss Ex Oo

Bb Xx Ow Nn Ww Da To Hm Ii Um Cx Ug Ee

Hh Cc Rr Zz Ll Ss Aa Rr Ee Pp Gg Ll Hh

E. Review of Diphthongs

Cross out the combinations that are not diphthongs to reveal a short phrase.  (One of the
uncommon diphthongs is included.)

W H A R E L O O K L I K E

ei ea ie oa oi hu he oe oo ou we wo wi

G O L D I G O T U N E X T

io ee ah au iu ue ui hi wa ai eu uo ua

F. Greek Punctuation

The following is taken from Romans 6 in Greek.
1. Draw a vertical line (like this: | ) to separate each sentence.  (Remember, you will have to go
by punctuation, since Greek sentences do not automatically start with a capital letter.)
2. Underline the sentences that are questions.
3. Circle the vowels with Iota subscripts.
4. Find four commas  and one colon.

Tiv ou\n ejrou'men; ejpimenou'men th/' aJmartiva/, i{na hJ cavri" pleonavsh//; mhV gevnoito. oi{tine"

ajpeqavnomen th/' aJmartiva/, pw'" e[ti zhvsomen ejn aujth/'; h] ajgnoei'te o{ti o{soi

ejbaptivsqhmen eij" CristoVn  jIhsou'n, eij" toVn qavnaton aujtou' ejbaptivsqhmen;

sunetavfhmen ou\n aujtw/' diaV tou' baptivsmato" eij" toVn qavnaton: i{na w{sper hjgevrqh

CristoV" ejk nekrw'n diaV th'" dovxh" tou' patrov", ou{tw kaiV hJmei'" ejn kainovthti zwh'"

peripathvswmen. 



Greek Syllables
A. Recognizing Syllable names

In the following real Greek words, underline the ultima once, the penult twice, and the
antepenult three times.  (Each syllable is represented by a vowel sound.  Don't worry too much
about which consonants go with each syllable.  Remember, not all vowel combinations are
diphthongs)

krathvsante" ajphvgagon macairw'n deutevrou iJerw/'

bebarhmevnoi yeudomavrture" ojfqalmoiV koravsion eijselqw'n

Choose which is the underlined syllable.  You'll be able to tell if you get them all right.

__ parabolai'" E. Antepenult F. Penult G. Ultima H. None of the above

__ e[rcontai O. Antepenult P. Penult Q. Ultima R. None of the above

__ oi[damen N. Antepenult O. Penult P. Ultima R. None of the above

__ proseucovmenoi A. Antepenult B. Penult C. Ultima D. None of the above

__ ejxeplhvsseto J. Antepenult K. Penult L. Ultima M. None of the above

__ stoibavda" M. Antepenult N. Penult O. Ultima P. None of the above

__ eJsthkovtwn A. Antepenult B. Penult C. Ultima D. None of the above

B. Long and Short Syllables

Find three words or phrases  in the puzzle below by sorting out which syllables are short, which
syllables are long, and which syllables could be either long or short.  (Underlined syllables are
final.  But watch out--that doesn't always make a difference!)

T W S E O N R R D U E R F

el h/ an to dou ai mai ejx ei" pi bh oik tau

U P I L W E O F R I C R K

eujf tu poi ta/ aiJ in zw men w/n per noi uJp uiJ

Short:  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __

Long:  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __       __  __  __  __ 

Short or long:  __  __  __  __  __ 



Greek Accents
A. Recognizing Accent Marks

Identify the accent marks in each word below to spell a short phrase.

__ presbuvteroi N. Acute O. Circumflex P. Grave Q. None of the above

__ oujranou' N. Acute O. Circumflex P. Grave Q. None of the above

__ kaiV R. Acute S. Circumflex T. Grave U. None of the above

__  e[qnesin T. Acute U. Circumflex V. Grave W. None of the above

__ oJ L. Acute M. Circumflex N. Grave O. None of the above

__ ajpokriqeiV" M. Acute N. Circumflex O. Grave P. None of the above

__ skeu'o" A. Acute B. Circumflex C. Grave D. None of the above

__ uJyivstoi" A. Acute B. Circumflex C. Grave D. None of the above

__ ejn A. Acute B. Circumflex C. Grave D. None of the above

__ fuvlla E. Acute F. Circumflex G. Grave H. None of the above

__ ou|to" G. Acute H. Circumflex I. Grave J. None of the above

B. General Rule #1

The acute (  v ) can only go on one of the last three syllables. æåîíì
The circumflex (  ' ) can only go on one of the last two syllables. æåäíì
The grave (  V ) can only go on the very last syllable. æåäãì

Find all ten words in the list below in which these rules are violated.  (Hint: pay attention to
which vowel combinations are diphthongs and which ones are not.)

ajdelfoV" a[nqrwpo" a[postolo" i|era ajdelfoiv e[cousin

luvw loVgw/ oi\koi novmou" divdaskomen lambavnw

ginwvskei dwVron dou'lo" levgw a\nqrwpou ginwvskomen

didaVskw uiJou' ajpo'stolo" bleVpete kaiV qa'nato"



Greek Accents
C. General Rule #2

The circumflex accent cannot stand on a short syllable.  Find all five errors below. 

ajgaqo'" dou'lo" ne'krou prw'ton dozw'n kai'

dw'ron lo'go" nefelw'n aujtou' ble'pei" mikra/'

D. General Rule #3

When the ultima is long:
The acute can only be used on the last two syllables: ÒÑÐÙØ
The circumflex can only be used on the last syllable: ÒÑÐÏØ

1. Cross out all the boxes below where the ultima is short. (six boxes)
2. Now circle  all the words that violate Rule #3. (six boxes, leaving six correct)

lambavnw luvomen dw'rou e[scata/ e[comen uiJou'

prw'twn mikrw'n iJerovn prw'to" ajgaqh'" divdaskw

blevpete dou'lw/ nekrouv" levgw divkaiw/ oi\koi

E. General Rule #4

If the ultima is short, a long penult, if it is accented at all, must have the circumflex.

1. Cross out all the boxes below where the ultima is long. (six boxes)
2. Cross out all the remaining boxes where the accent is not on the penult. (six boxes)
3. Now circle all the remaining  words that violate Rule #4. (six boxes, leaving six correct)

blevpw nekrov" ajpokteivnai douvloi fwnaiv ajgaqhvn

prw'toi ejnteuvqen gravfei" levgomen ei[pen lalhqh'nai

parazhlwvsai dou'lo" ginwvskete ajgaqou' ejplhrou'nto ou{to"

ajgaqoiv lambavnei dw'ron zw'nto" mikrw'n kuvrio"



Greek Accents
F. Grave vs. Acute

The grave (  V ) can only be on the last syllable of a word (see General Rule #1).  It replaces the
acute at the end of a word when it is followed, without intervening punctuation mark, by other
words in a sentence (General Rule #6).

In the sentences below, circle every word where the grave or acute is used incorrectly, and
underline each word where the grave is used correctly, according to this basic rule of accent. 
Each sentence has exactly five mistakes and at least one correct use of the grave. 

(Matthew 6:33)  zhtei'te dev prw'ton thVn basileiVan tou' Qeou' kaiv thVn dikaiosuvnhn

aujtou', kaiV tau'ta paVnta prosteqhVsetai uJmi'n. 

(Luke 10:19)  ijdouV, divdwmi uJmi'n thvn ejxousivan tou' patei'n ejpavnw o}fewn kaiV skorpivon,

kaiv ejpiV pa'san thVn duVnamin tou' ejcqrou': kaiV oujdeVn uJma'" ouj mhV ajdikhvsei.

(Luke 11:13)  eij ou\n uJmei'" ponhroiV uJpaVrconte" oi]date ajgaqav dovmata didovnai toi'"

tevknoi" uJmw'n, poVsw/ ma'llon oJ pathVr oJ ejx oujranou' dwvsei Pneu'ma  {Agion toi'"

aijtou'sin aujtoVn;

If you can find the passage in your Greek New Testament, you can check your work.  Note: the
font used in the Greek New Testaments we are using uses the g instead of e for an Epsilon, and
the  instead of y for the circumflex. ~
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